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OPEN COMPETITION FOR 
ARTWORKS TO BE SITED IN THE 
NEW BUILDING OF VALTERI SCHOOL 
MÄNTYKANGAS IN KUOPIO
4.10.–30.11.2021



1 INVITATION

1.1 ORGANISER, NATURE AND PURPOSE 
OF THE COMPETITION

The Finnish State Art Commission organises 
an open art competition in collaboration with 
Senate Properties. The purpose of the compe-
tition is find works of art to be sited in the new 
building of Valteri School Mäntykangas at 
Sampsankatu 8, 70500 Kuopio. 
 Assessment of the entries will focus on 
artistic quality, viability of implementation, 
and development potential. Following the 
conclusion of the competition, the State Art 
Commission will decide which entry or entries 
will be accepted for further development and 
eventual implementation.

1.2 ELIGIBILITY
The competition is open to all.

1.3 PRIZES 

The total prize sum is 15,000 euros, which is 
awarded as follows: 

 1st prize 7,000 euros; 
 2nd prize 4,000 euros, 
 3rd prize 3,000 euros. 

Two recognition awards will also be awarded, 
500 euros each.
 The jury may also award honorary 
mentions.
 The prizes are tax-free.

The total prize sum will be awarded only 
if the number of entries submitted to the 
competition is the same or larger than the 
number of prizes. If there are fewer accepted 
entries than there are prizes, awards will be 
awarded at the discretion of the jury. Within 
the total sum of prizes, the jury is entitled to 
award prize sums that deviate from those in 
the competition brief, provided that the jury is 
unanimous in its decision.

1.4 COMPETITION JURY

The competition jury comprises the Finnish 
State Art Commission:

Henri Terho, special advisor, chairperson, 
(jury chair)
Jari Auer, account manager, architect
Marja Helander, photographer, 
video artist and film director
Liisa Kantanen, paper conservator 
Paavo Paunu, visual artist 
Ari Pelkonen, graphic artist 
Kirsti Saarikorpi, head of design
Nora Tapper, sculptor, deputy chair

The secretary of the jury is Eija Aarnio, senior 
producer and secretary of the State Art 
Commission. The secretary does not partici-
pate in the decision making of the jury.
 The jury will conduct its deliberations 
behind closed doors. The jury members, the 
secretary and the competition contact person 
may not participate in the competition either 
personally or by proxy. All private negotia-
tions and exchanges of opinion between jury 
members and competitors on matters relating 
to the competition are prohibited.
 As experts, the jury will hear representa-
tives appointed by the future occupants of the 
building, representatives of Senate Properties, 
and the architect and interior architect of the 
new building. The jury is entitled also to hear 
other experts it considers necessary. Experts 
cannot participate in the deliberations, nor are 
they entitled to participate in the competition. 

1.5 APPROVAL OF THE COMPETITION BRIEF

The competition brief has been approved by the 
State Art Commission and Senate Properties.

1.6 ACCESS TO COMPETITION 
DOCUMENTS

Competition documents can be downloaded 
online at www.valtiontaideteostoimikunta.fi/
valteri_koulu-taidekilpailu

2

OPEN COMPETITION FOR ARTWORKS TO BE SITED IN THE NEW BUILDING OF VALTERI SCHOOL MÄNTYKANGAS 4.10.–30.11.2021

https://www.valtiontaideteostoimikunta.fi/valteri_koulu-taidekilpailu
https://www.valtiontaideteostoimikunta.fi/valteri_koulu-taidekilpailu


2 DESIGN BRIEF

2.1 VALTERI SCHOOL MÄNTYKANGAS
 
Valteri School Mäntykangas is located in 
the City of Kuopio. It is part of the Valteri 
Centre for Learning and Consulting, which 
provides support services to local schools 
nationwide. Valteri complements municipal 
and regional support services for learning 
and school attendance, and its services can 
address the needs of individual children and 
young persons or the needs of an entire work 
community, municipality or region.
 Valteri School Mäntykangas provides reha-
bilitation services that support teaching and 
learning of students in pre-primary and basic 
education, as well as guidance and support 
services for early childhood education, 
pre-primary and basic education. Students 
may have specific difficulties with language 
and communication, mobility and motor skills, 
neurological or other long-term conditions and 
multiple needs, often characterised by sensory 
sensitivities (light, sound, touch). Because the 

1.7 COMPETITION PERIOD

The competition will commence on 
Monday, 4 October 2021, and end on 
Tuesday, 30 November 2021.
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operations of Valteri School Mäntykangas 
cover a large area geographically, the school 
also provides accommodation for students 
living far away from the school, for students in 
support period education as well as students 
with severe disabilities in the transition phase 
of a support period, to enable them to 
continue their studies after primary education.
www.valteri.fi/en/school/mantykangas/

2.2 DESCRIPTION OF COMPETITION SITE 

The new building of Valteri School Mäntykan-
gas in Kuopio provides students and staff with 
efficient, healthy and safe facilities designed 
to meet the school’s needs. For the contractor, 
Senate Properties, the project is also one of its 
pilots for circular economy and plastic reduc-
tion, in addition to which the new building 
will also use solar energy. The new building 
will cover a total area of 3,388 m2 and the 
total cost of the project is estimated at EUR 18 
million.
 Valteri School Mäntykangas has around 
40 student places and 70 staff members, both 
in the school and in guidance services.
The new school is designed with special atten-
tion to accessibility so as to ensure high-qual-
ity services for all users. The facilities are 
designed specifically to take into account the 
objectives of the school’s curriculum, which 
is geared towards student empowerment in 
which learning environments play an impor-
tant role.
 In particular, the new building takes into 
account the need to strengthen the students’ 
functional capacity in line with the Valteri 
School ideology, in which co-learning and 
inclusion play a key role. Learning is a proac-
tive process in which learners create new 
knowledge through interaction with others and 
based on their own experience. This approach 
to learning affects social, virtual as well as 
physical solutions of teaching. The facilities 
are designed to create functional entities 
that support teaching and learning situations 
adapted to the students’ social skills and the 
pedagogical approaches warranted by them.

 The architectural design of the building is 
by Arkkitehtipalvelu Oy. The new school build-
ing is scheduled for completion at the end of 
2022.

 Sites for artworks
 
 1. Interior

 1st floor 102 main lobby 
 (wall with coat racks)
The lobby is an intimate space where the visi-
tor is greeted and welcomed by warm-toned 
slat panelling on the info area wall. Coat 
racks for visitors are located behind the wall 
reserved for the artwork.

 1st floor Dining room 111 (ceiling)
The dining room is a lofty space with high 
ceiling. The flooring consists of light-coloured, 
60x60cm tiles with a stone pattern. The walls 
are painted a soft white tone. The metal 
frames of the glass walls are painted a warm 
copper colour, lending a touch of luxury to 
the dining area. The hand basin is made of a 
solid dark-green material, reminiscent of coni-
fer needles. Artworks on the ceiling will domi-
nate the space and draw the visitor’s gaze 
upwards.

 2nd floor Lobby 201 (wall)
The second floor lobby has a common activ-
ity area. The corridor next to the wall where 
the artwork can be sited leads to the student 
apartments. The flooring is warm-toned solid 
oak, which feels cosy underfoot. The space 
links the school with home – it is a safe place 
of togetherness, and from the windows there 
is a fine view out into the schoolyard.
 Please note: Surface materials in the 
images in the brief do not fully match the 
actual materials in the interior. For example, 
the slat ceilings have been replaced with 
light-coloured panelling and the flooring next 
to the staircase in the dining room has been 
changed to a darker shade.
 Artworks can be proposed for all or just 
one site in the interior.
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 2. Façade

One possible site for an artwork is on the 
roof over the entrance, where it would greet 
visitors. It would also be visible from the 
windows of the 2nd floor activity area. The 
weather proofing on the roof is black felt. The 
main entrance has glass walls and doors with 
copper-coloured frames.
 The façades are made of Siberian larch, 
which acquires a natural grey patina. The 
vertical cladding includes irregularly posi-
tioned solid-wood pilasters that create a 
rhythm on the façades. The frames of the 
metal doors and windows are dark grey. The 
plinth is made of raw concrete.
 Artworks can be proposed for either or 
only one site on the façade.

 3. Wooded area next to the 
 schoolyard

There is a wooded area next to the school-
yard. It is not very densely wooded, there are 
tall pine trees and some young mixed forest. 
The undergrowth consists of lingonberry and 
blueberry bushes. The terrain is steep and 
rocky, with occasional outcrops. Small paths 
criss-cross the area today. The dream is to 
create an accessible pathway in the forested 
area that would allow access to nature by any 
means of transport. Today, children use the 
area for play, for example by building huts. 
The wooded area is also an important learn-
ing environment.

Image: Arkkitehtipalvelu Oy
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2.3 AIMS AND CONDITIONS

The aim of the competition is to find ideas for 
artworks for the new building, to be sited in 
the main lobby, the façade of the building 
and/or the wooded area next to the school-
yard. The works can be site-specific or perma-
nent works with functional elements. Also 
organic works that evolve through natural 
processes can be considered. The works are 
expected to contribute to the distinctive char-
acter of the site and to enhance the unity of 
the spaces of the school. Entries must take into 
consideration the distinctive character of the 
competition site and the special needs of the 
users of the building. 
 The jury may select one or more works 
to be implemented. Also a serial concept to 
be installed in several spaces is acceptable. 
Entries may also consist of works in several 
different spaces that are linked thematically, 
regardless of the medium. If a participant 
proposes works for several spaces in a single 
entry, the entry must also include a mention 
of whether any of the individual works can be 
implemented as freestanding works, or if the 
works together constitute an entity from which 
no one part can be separated for further 
development. 
 The proposed artworks must be easy to 
service and maintain, and have a modest life-
time cost. Funds allocated to the production 
of the work cannot be reallocated towards its 
future maintenance. 
 Entries will be evaluated from the view-
point of ecological impact and sustainability 
in materials and production. They will also 
be evaluated in relation to the pedagogical 
objectives of the Valteri School. 
 The materials and technical solutions 
employed in the work must be safe for both 
people and property, and the works must not 
impede or obstruct the movement or activities 
of people in the spaces in any way. The works 
must not obstruct fire and rescue services.

2.4 EVALUATION CRITERIA

A maximum sum of 150,000 euros (VAT 0%) 
is reserved for the implementation of the 
artworks. This sum includes artist fees, the cost 
of materials and production, and installation 
costs. 
 The artist must ensure that neither the work 
nor any of its parts infringe upon the copyright 
of any third party or any other right based on 
copyright law, nor any other intellectual prop-
erty rights. 
 Previously published entries cannot be 
accepted. The entry must be a new artwork 
designed specifically for the competition site.
 Evaluation will focus on the artistic quality, 
viability of implementation, and development 
potential of the entries.

3. TECHNICAL DATA

3.1 COMPETITION BRIEF

The competition brief comprises this brief and 
its annexes.

• layouts with dimensions 
• schoolyard layout with dimensions
• illustrations of both exterior and interior

Drawings and visuals: Arkkitehtipalvelu Oy

All competition documents can be down-
loaded from the competition website at 
www.valtiontaideteostoimikunta.fi/valteri_
koulu-taidekilpailu

3.2 ENQUIRIES

Participants may request further clarification 
and information concerning the competition. 
Enquiries and requests should be addressed to 
the competition contact person Heli Ahmio no 
later than on Tuesday, 19 October 2021, by 
email to taidekilpailu@kansallisgalleria.fi
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The enquiries and responses will be on view  
anonymously from Tuesday, 26 October 2021, 
on the competition website at www.valtiontai-
deteostoimikunta.fi/valteri_koulu-taidekilpailu

3.3 EVALUATION, ANNOUNCEMENT 
AND EXHIBITION OF RESULTS

The jury will seek to make its selection so that 
the prize winners and honorary mentions can 
be published on Wednesday, 22 December 
2021, at the website of the Finnish State Art 
Commission.
 A jury report will be drawn up that will 
contain individual evaluations of the winning 
entries and the honorary mentions. 
 The winning entries and honorary mentions 
as well as the jury report will be on view 
online from 22 December 2021 to 21 June 
2021 at the competition website www.valtion-
taideteostoimikunta.fi/valteri_koulu-taidekil-
pailu. By submitting their entries, participants 
signal their acceptance that the organisers 
may, without express permission or compen-
sation, document the winning entries and 
honorary mentions using an appropriate 
medium, and may publish the documents in 
their communications, publications and on a 
proprietary web server, and make the works 
accessible to the public via open Internet. 

3.4 FURTHER ACTION FOLLOWING 
THE COMPETITION

From among the winners, the jury will select 
1–3 artistically, functionally and financially 
most suitable entries for further development. 
A separate agreement regarding further 
development and implementation of the 
entries will be made with the participants after 
the conclusion of the competition.
 If possible, the works will be produced and 
installed during 2022–2023.
 The Finnish State Art Commission reserves 
the right not to implement any of the entries 
if the artistic, functional and financial require-
ments are not satisfied after further develop-
ment. 

The State Art Commission will act as the 
producer for the implementation of the 
selected works. The necessary permissions will 
be obtained by the State Art Commission in 
collaboration with Senate Properties.
 The implemented artworks and their 
documentation will be added to the State Art 
Commission collection and archived. A depo-
sition agreement will be made with the State 
Art Commission and Senate Properties.

3.5 THE RIGHT TO USE COMPETITION 
ENTRIES

The State Art Commission and Senate Prop-
erties have the right to publish the winning 
entries and honorary mentions and their 
authors in their communications and publica-
tions.

3.6 INSURANCE

The State Art Commission will not insure the 
competition entries nor will it accept any 
responsibility for possible damage to files 
during transfer.

3.7 COMPETITION RULES

This competition brief constitutes the rules of 
the competition.
 If any changes or additions need to be 
made to the competition brief, the participants 
will be informed of them no later than 30 days 
prior to the end of the competition period via 
the competition website www.valtiontaidete-
ostoimikunta.fi/valteri_koulu-taidekilpailu. In 
such a case the competition period will be 
extended. 
 Submissions will be disqualified if they are 
received before or after the period specified 
in the competition invitation, or if they are in 
violation of this competition brief. If a submis-
sion is disqualified from the competition, the 
reason will be specified in the jury report.
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3.8 LANGUAGE

The competition languages are Finnish,  
Swedish and English. If the language versions 
differ, the authoritative version will be the 
Finnish version. 

3.9 SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

In order to be included in the competition, 
submissions must include the following materi-
als:

• Scheme for siting the proposed artwork
• Composite images and/or perspective 

drawings from different directions  
(min. 2 images)

• Written presentation of the idea, method, 
and production schedule for the artwork, 
as well as a background account of how 
the work relates to the competition site 
and how it corresponds to the aims of  
the competition

• Itemised cost estimate
• Other materials to illustrate the concept 

The competition entry must be presented in 
max. four A3 pages in one PDF file that must 
include the siting scheme, composite/perspec-
tive images, written background account of 
the work, cost estimate, and other illustrative 
materials, such as site plan. The entry’s title/
author alias must be displayed prominently in 
the materials. 
 The participant’s identity must not be 
deducible from the entry’s title or otherwise 
be marked on the entry. The PDF file must be 
identified using the same title. The maximum 
allowed size of the PDF file is 8 MB.
 All texts included in the entries must be 
legible on A3-size printouts. 
 Participants may submit several entries to 
the competition, each entry sent separately 
and with a different title.

3.10 CONFIDENTIALITY

The competition is confidential. Every docu-
ment included in the entries must be furnished 
with the title of the entry.
 The submitted entries will be processed 
only by the competition contact person, and 
the identity of the participants will not be 
disclosed prior to the resolution of the compe-
tition. Once the competition is resolved, the 
contact person will disclose to the jury only 
the identities of the winning entries and honor-
ary mentions. 
 Unawarded entries with their identifying 
data will be destroyed six months after the 
resolution of the competition.

3.11 SUBMISSION

The competition period will end on Tuesday, 
30 November 2021, at 23:59 hours Finnish 
time (UTC +2).
 Entries must be submitted by delivering 
them (PDF file) between Wednesday 24 
November and Tuesday 30 November 2021 
using the WeTransfer service (www.wetrans-
fer.com) to taidekilpailu@kansallisgalleria.fi
 Only entries submitted within the specified 
submission period to the correct address will 
be considered in the competition. In case of 
dispute, it is the sender’s responsibility to show 
that the entry was submitted on time.
 The following information must be included 
in the message field of the WeTransfer service: 
title/alias of the entry, name of author(s), 
contact information. The information must also 
include the names of copyright holders and 
assistants, unless the copyright belongs to the 
group collectively. 

 Competition jury, Monday, 4 October 2021
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