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1 INVITATION

1.1 ORGANISER, NATURE AND PURPOSE OF 
THE COMPETITION

The Finnish State Art Commission, in collaboration 
with the Academy of Fine Arts at University of the 
Arts Helsinki, organises an open art competition. 
The purpose of the competition is to find ideas for 
a work of art to be installed in the new building 
of the Finnish Academy of Fine Arts on Sörnäisten 
rantatie in Helsinki.
 Assessment of the entries will focus on artis-
tic quality, viability of implementation, and devel-
opment potential. Following the conclusion of the 
competition, the State Art Commission will decide 
which entry or entries will be accepted for further 
development and eventual implementation.

1.2 ELIGIBILITY

The competition is open to all. The competition lan-
guages are Finnish, Swedish and English.

1.3 PRIZES

The prizes in the competition comprise a total of 
20,000 euros, with the jury selecting a winner who 
will receive 5,000 euros, and five entrants/groups 
each of which will receive 3,000 euros. 

The jury may also award honorary mentions.

The prizes are tax-free.

The total prize sum will be awarded only if the 
number of entries submitted to the competition is 
the same or larger than the number of prizes. If 
there are fewer accepted entries than there are 
prizes, awards will be awarded at the discretion 
of the jury. Within the total sum of prizes, the jury 
is entitled to award prize sums that deviate from 
those in the competition brief, provided that the 
jury is unanimous in its decision.

1.4 COMPETITION JURY

The competition jury comprises the Finnish State  
Art Commission:

Henri Terho, special advisor, chair, (jury chair)
Jari Auer, account manager, architect
Marja Helander, photographer,  
video artist and film director
Liisa Kantanen, paper conservator 
Paavo Paunu, visual artist 
Ari Pelkonen, graphic artist 
Kirsti Saarikorpi, head of design
Nora Tapper, sculptor, deputy chair

The secretary of the jury is Eija Aarnio, senior pro-
ducer and secretary of the State Art Commission. 
The secretary will not participate in the decision  
making of the jury.
 The jury will conduct its deliberations behind 
closed doors. The jury members, the secretary and 
the competition contact person may not participate 
in the competition either personally or by proxy. 
All private negotiations and exchanges of opinion 
between jury members and competitors on matters 
relating to the competition are prohibited.
 The jury will hear as experts representatives of 
the staff appointed by the Academy of Fine Arts and 
the architect of the new building. The jury is entitled 
also to hear other experts it considers necessary. 
Experts cannot participate in the deliberations, nor 
are they entitled to participate in the competition. 
The competition or competition designs will not be 
used in teaching at the Academy of Fine Arts or for 
tutoring purposes while the competition is ongoing.

1.5 APPROVAL OF THE COMPETITION BRIEF

The competition brief has been approved by the 
State Art Commission and the Finnish Academy of 
Fine Arts.

1.6 ACCESS TO COMPETITION DOCUMENTS

Competition documents can be downloaded online 
at www.valtiontaideteostoimikunta.fi/kuvataide-
akatemia-taidekilpailu.
The competition documents are in Finnish, Swedish 
and English. 

1.7 COMPETITION PERIOD

The competition will commence on Friday, 12 June 
2020, and end on Tuesday, 15 September 2020.
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2 DESIGN BRIEF

2.1 ACADEMY OF FINE ARTS AT UNIVERSITY 
OF THE ARTS HELSINKI

The Academy of Fine Arts at University of the 
Arts Helsinki is an international art academy and 
the only one of its kind in Finland. It provides 
high-quality education in sculpture, moving image 
art, painting, site- and situation-specific art, print-
making and photography. It is also a pioneer in 
artistic research. The academy has been training 
artists since 1848.

2.2 DESCRIPTION OF COMPETITION SITE

The University of the Arts Helsinki (hereafter 
Uniarts Helsinki) will in the future operate on two 
campuses, one of which is located in the rapidly 
developing district of Sörnäinen. The new building, 
to be completed in 2021, will be used primarily by 
the Academy of Fine Arts, and together with the 
current building of the Theatre Academy it will con-
stitute the future Sörnäinen Campus of Uniarts Hel-
sinki focusing on visual art, theatre and dance. The 
new building is designed by JKMM Architects. The 
consortium also include Veritas Pensions Insurance 
and Lujatalo Oy.

 Sörnäinen – a traditional industrial area of 
Helsinki – has been developing rapidly in recent 
years. Today it is a lively neighbourhood with a 
unique urban culture. The new building, sporting 
a red brick façade and rough aesthetics, will com-
plete its surroundings perfectly.
 The design aims to provide a clear and open 
framework to the future artists in the making. Raw 
and unfinished surfaces and large, modifiable 
spaces will support the idea of communality as well 
catering to future pedagogical and artistic needs. 
The atrium-like central hall creates a social hub in 
the core of the building. A variety of study and 
work spaces are gathered around it. The roof top 
terrace with a superb view to the sea is planned to 
serve as an oasis in the middle of the urban neigh-
bourhood.

Sites for artworks
Possible sites for artworks in the new campus area 
are:

 1. Central hall with glass ceiling
 2. End wall of old building
 3. Passageways connecting buildings
 4. Rooftop terrace 
 5. Main façade
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1. Central hall with glass ceiling

The high central atrium is the luminous heart of the 
entire building, gathering the surrounding teach-
ing facilities into a collective whole. In the lower 
part of the atrium, on second floor level, there is 
a lounge-like space for relaxing, meeting and free 
study. In the upper levels, the skylight is skirted by 
access balconies with banisters. On one side of the 
atrium the balconies widen into broader spaces 
that serve as assembly rooms, break rooms and 
open workspaces.

– The space has a glass ceiling and its walls are 
made of translucent Reglit glass planks. The space 
is traversed by a steel staircase that serves internal 
traffic in the building.
– The fascias around the skylight are finished in 
white sprayed acoustic plaster. Overpainting the 
plaster weakens its acoustic properties and should 
be avoided.
– Because the central hall is a significant source of 
daylight for the adjacent facilities, shuttering the 
space or covering the glass plank walls should be 
avoided.
– The balconies around the skylight must be kept 
open. Works sited on the lower (second-floor) level 
or in the assembly spaces on the upper floors must 
not restrict the flexible use of the spaces.
– Artworks may not be sited in the first-floor 
entrance hall or the wide central staircase.

– The steel lattice of the glass ceiling can be used 
to hang even heavy works or components. Any 
hanging installation must be considered separately, 
but the hanging capacity is hundreds of kilograms 
in any case.
– The Academy of Fine Arts is a vibrant place of 
art making. A work of art installed permanently in 
the central space must be in harmony with the rest 
of the building.

2. Plastered end wall of the old building

The former electric motor factory adjacent to the 
new building will be refurbished to become part 
of the new Finnish Academy of Fine Arts. The end 
wall of the factory is located in a prominent place 
next to the courtyard entrance to the academy. The 
current exterior of the wall is the interior side of 
a former, now demolished building, and the wall 
retains shapes and projections of old structures. 
The dimensions and surface shapes of the wall are 
shown in the drawing.

– The plaster on the brick wall is thin, revealing the 
shape of the bricks underneath.
– The wall may be painted using paints suitable for 
plastered surfaces, and fairly heavy objects can be 
hung on the wall. Each hanging installation must 
be assessed individually.
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– The loadbearing capacity of the passageway 
floors allows the placing of loads up to 400 kg/m2. 
– The upper limit of loads hung from the ceiling is 
at least 50 kg/m2. Heavier loads must be assessed 
individually.
– The passageways must remain sufficiently free 
for traffic. 

4. Rooftop terrace

There is a rooftop terrace on the 5th floor that 
serves as a workspace and a teaching space, and 
can also be used for events, breaks and general 
recreation. The views from the terrace are magnifi-
cent, and the terrace itself is visible from afar.

– The brick walls around the terrace can be used 
only for lightweight installations. Heavy loads 
must be hung from the underlying concrete frame 
through the brick and the insulation. Heavy instal-
lations must be assessed individually.
– The recesses in the brick wall are plastered 
board structures. The plaster can be painted with 
suitable paint, or the recesses can be upholstered 
with other materials.
– The terrace must be kept sufficiently open, and 
works installed there must not restrict the flexible 
use of the space.

3. Passageways between buildings

The passageways form nodes in the internal traf-
fic between the new building and the former fac-
tory, and they connect different teaching facilities 
together. The passage floors are concrete, the ceil-
ings are painted black, the walls are partly con-
crete, partly glass plank, and partly painted black.
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5. Main façade

The new red-brick main façade of the Academy of 
Fine Arts complements the historical streetscape of 
Sörnäisten rantatie. It represents a modern inter-
pretation of traditional industrial construction. The 
minimalist architecture makes room and showcases 
the rich content of the building. 

– The large windows (3x3 m) are recessed deep 
into the façade, creating a massive impression.
– Only lightweight installations may be hung on 
the brick cladding of the façade. Heavy loads must 
be hung from the concrete frame through the brick 
and the insulation. Heavy installations must be 
assessed individually.
– Extensive installations in front of the windows 
should be avoided to avoid obstructing important 
natural light.
– The Academy of Fine Arts is a vibrant place of 
art making. A work of art installed permanently in 
the façade must be in harmony with the rest of the 
building.

The competition site will be presented on a virtual  
tour starting on August 17, 2020. A link to a video 
of the tour will be published on the competition 
website at www.valtiontaideteostoimikunta.fi/
kuvataideakatemia-taidekilpailu.

2.3 AIMS AND CONDITIONS

The competition aims at finding ideas for artworks 
to be sited in interior and exterior spaces of the 
new building. The works can be site-specific and 
permanent, or they can be intangible and/or tem-

porally limited works. The purpose is for the works 
to contribute to the distinctive identity of the space 
and to support the education processes of Uniarts 
Helsinki. Competition entries must take into account 
the fact that the same spaces will serve as venues 
for art and art making. Entries must also reflect the 
fact that University of the Arts Helsinki is a place 
where the practices and values of art are con-
stantly tested. This may translate into an openness 
and modifiability in either the physical or temporal 
form of the work, which will allow the work to be 
altered or reinterpreted in the future.
 The jury may select one or more works to be 
implemented. Also a serial concept to be installed 
in several spaces can be accepted. Entries may 
also consist of works in several different spaces 
that are linked thematically, regardless of the 
medium. If a participant proposes works for sev-
eral spaces in a single entry, the entry must also 
include a mention of whether any of the individual 
works can be implemented as freestanding works, 
or if the works together constitute an entity from 
which no one part can be detached for further 
development.
 The proposed artworks must be easy to ser-
vice and maintain, and have a modest lifetime cost. 
Funds allocated to the production of the work can-
not be reallocated for its future maintenance. 
 The materials and technical solutions employed 
in the work must be safe for both people and prop-
erty, and the works must not impede or obstruct 
the movement or activities of people in the spaces 
in any way. The work must not obstruct fire and 
rescue services. Artworks must not be integrated 
into the structures of the building in a way that 
makes them impossible to dismantle.
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2.4 EVALUATION CRITERIA

A maximum sum of 150,000 euros (VAT 0%) is 
reserved for the implementation of the artworks. 
This sum includes artist fees, the cost of materials 
and production, and installation costs. 
 The artist must ensure that neither the work nor 
any of its parts infringe upon the copyright of any 
third party or any other right based on copyright 
law, nor any other intellectual property rights.
Previously published entries cannot be accepted. 
The entry must be a new artwork designed specifi-
cally for the competition site.
 Evaluation will focus on the artistic quality, via-
bility of implementation, and development poten-
tial of the entries.
 Entries will also be evaluated from the perspec-
tive of sustainable development and the ecological 
impacts of materials and production.

3. TECHNICAL DATA

3.1 COMPETITION BRIEF

The competition brief comprises this brief and its 
annexes.

Drawings and visuals: JKMM Architects

All competition documents can be downloaded 
from the competition website at www.valtiontaide-
teostoimikunta.fi/kuvataideakatemia-taidekilpailu.

3.2 ENQUIRIES

Participants may request further clarification and 
information concerning the competition. Enquiries 
and requests should be addressed to the compe-
tition contact person Heli Ahmio no later than on 
Monday, 10 August 2020, by email to taidekil-
pailu@kansallisgalleria.fi.
 The enquiries and responses will be on view 
anonymously from Tuesday, 18 August 2020, on 
the competition website at www.valtiontaideteostoi-
mikunta.fi/kuvataideakatemia-taidekilpailu.

3.3 EVALUATION, ANNOUNCEMENT 
AND EXHIBITION OF RESULTS

The jury will seek to make its selection so that the 
prize winners and honorary mentions can be pub-
lished on Tuesday, 13 October 2020, at the web-
site of the Finnish State Art Commission.
 A jury report will be drawn up that will contain 
individual evaluations of the winning entries and 
the honorary mentions. 
 The winning entries and honorary mentions as 
well as the jury report will be on view online from 
13 October 2020 to 9 April 2021 at the compe-
tition website www.valtiontaideteostoimikunta.fi/
kuvataideakatemia-taidekilpailu. By submitting their 
entries, participants signal their acceptance that 
the organisers may, without express permission or 
compensation, document the winning entries and 
honorary mentions using an appropriate medium, 
and may publish the documents in their commu-
nications, publications and on proprietary web 
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server, and make the works accessible to the pub-
lic via open Internet. 

3.4 FURTHER ACTION FOLLOWING 
THE COMPETITION

The jury will select for further development 1–3 
artistically, technically and financially most suitable 
entries from among the winners. A separate agree-
ment regarding further development and imple-
mentation of the entries will be made with the par-
ticipants after the competition.
 If possible, the works will be produced and 
installed during 2021.
 The Finnish State Art Commission reserves the 
right not to implement any of the entries if the artis-
tic, technical and financial goals are not attained 
after further development.
 The State Art Commission will act as the pro-
ducer for the implementation of the selected works. 
The necessary permissions will be obtained by the 
State Art Commission in collaboration with the 
Academy of Fine Arts at University of the Arts Hel-
sinki.
 The implemented artworks and their documen-
tation will be added to the State Art Commission 
collection and archived. A deposition agreement 
will be made with the State Art Commission, the 
Academy of Fine Arts and the owner of the build-
ings.

3.5 THE RIGHT TO USE COMPETITION 
ENTRIES

The State Art Commission and the Academy of 
Fine Arts have the right to publish the winning 
entries and honorary mentions and their authors in 
their communications and publications.

3.6 INSURANCE

The State Art Commission will not insure the com-
petition entries nor will it accept any responsibility 
for possible damage to files during transfer.

3.7 COMPETITION RULES

This competition brief constitutes the rules of the 
competition.
 If any changes or additions need to be made 
to the competition brief, the participants will be 
informed of them no later than 30 days prior to 
the end of the competition period via the compe-
tition website www.valtiontaideteostoimikunta.fi/
kuvataideakatemia-taidekilpailu. In such a case the 
competition period will be extended. 
 Submissions will be disqualified if they are 
received before or after the period specified in the 
competition invitation, or if they are in violation of 
this competition brief. If a submission is disqualified 
from the competition, the reason will be specified 
in the jury report.

3.8 LANGUAGE

The competition languages are Finnish, Swedish 
and English. If the language versions differ, the 
authoritative version will be the Finnish version. 

3.9 SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

In order to be included in the competition, submis-
sions must include the following materials:

 1. Scheme for siting the proposed artwork
 2. Composite images and/or perspective 
     drawings from different directions 
     (min. 2 images)
 3. Short written account of the concept, 
     method of implementation, and time 
     schedule of the work
 4. Itemised cost estimate
 5. Other materials to illustrate the concept 

The competition entry must be presented in max. 
three A3 pages in one PDF file that must include 
the siting scheme, composite/perspective images, 
account, cost estimate and other illustrative materi-
als, such as townplan. The entry’s title must be dis-
played prominently in the materials.
 The participant’s identity must not be deducible 
from the entry’s title or otherwise be marked on 
the entry. The PDF file must be identified using the 
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same title. The maximum allowed size of the PDF 
file is 8 MB.
 All texts included in the entries must be legible 
on A3-size printouts. 
 Participants may submit several entries to the 
competition, each entry sent separately and with a 
different title.
 

3.10 CONFIDENTIALITY

The competition is confidential. Every document 
included in the entries must be furnished with the 
title of the entry.
 The submitted entries will be processed only by 
the competition contact person, and the identity of 
the participants will not be disclosed prior to the 
resolution of the competition. Once the competition 
is resolved, the contact person will disclose to the 
jury only the identities of the winning entries and 
honorary mentions. 
 Unrewarded entries with their identifying data 
will be destroyed six months after the resolution of 
the competition.

3.11 SUBMISSION

The competition period will end on Tuesday, 15 
September 2020, at 24:00 hours Finnish time (UTC 
+2).
 Entries must be submitted by delivering them 
(PDF file) between Tuesday 8 September – Tues-
day 15 September 2020 using the WeTransfer 
service (www.wetransfer.com) to taidekilpailu@
kansallisgalleria.fi.
 Only entries submitted within the specified sub-
mission period to the correct address will be con-
sidered in the competition. In case of dispute, it is 
the sender’s responsibility to show that the entry 
was submitted on time and to the correct address.
 The following information must be included in 
the message field of the WeTransfer service: title of 
the entry, name of author(s), contact information. 
The information must also include the names of 
copyright holders and assistants, unless the copy-
right belongs to the group collectively.

12 June 2020, competition jury
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